Develop a Website

Benefits of a Website 
· It is an easy and convenient place to keep information that all members should have. 

· You can process dues and donations electronically. 

· You will attract younger prospective members who rely heavily on the Internet. 

· You can promote all unit events. 

· You will save printing and mailing costs because all forms can be placed online.
Keep in mind when designing a Website
· Plan before beginning. Research other department/unit websites to see what you like and do not like.
· Less is more. Cramming a lot of information onto a single landing page makes it hard to read.
· Update the website frequently. Make sure that all the information is up to date.
· Select a color scheme that is consistent with that of the National Headquarters website (www.legion-aux.org) and incorporate the color scheme into each landing page. 
· Use a template for the initial design. Free templates can be found all around the Internet.
· Make sure your website has an easy-to-use navigation system. 

· Many times special effects take away instead of adding to the site: do not go overboard.
· Use a simple background and make sure the text is clear.
· Have a “Search” feature so that visitors can easily locate content within your website.
· Limit page length to two screen lengths to limit scrolling. 

· Try to limit the page’s width so that scrolling from side-to-side is not required.
· Include a menu and contact information on every page.
Examples of good American Legion Auxiliary Department Websites  

Please contact the respective Webmaster for the site to see how it was developed and maintained: 
www.kslegionaux.org/
www.deptny.org/ 
www.alaskalegionauxiliary.org/
www.alaohio.org/
http://calegionaux.org/ 

Website hosting
For less than $10 a month:
www.ipage.com 
www.inmotionhosting.com 
             www.iwebhostingplans.com/yahoo/YahooSmallBusiness.asp
There are many good options, so do your research before settling on one!
