
E-units: Engaging the Electronic Generation

Nowadays, a website is critical to the success of a unit. A basic website will provide the means through which members can access unit information and schedule events. Members could even attend e-meetings if they did not live near their unit, because now all they need is Internet access!

How to Start an E-unit/Get Your Unit Online
· To start an e-unit, follow the guidelines in the Unit Handbook. 
· Sometimes dying units can be saved by making meetings and information more accessible to members, which is one of the benefits of an e-unit. 

· A unit that has already been chartered does not have to do any additional paperwork to be an e-unit; they just need a website and electronic tools to communicate and hold meetings…and they can still operate as a regular unit.  

· A member who has good computer skills and experience using the Internet and e-mail is the best person to establish the site.
· Visit www.alaunit472.org for an example of a good unit website.

The first e-unit, California Unit 472, used AT&T Yahoo Small Business for their website and provided the following instructions for setting up a basic website. Other options and website design tips are provided in Develop a Website (on the following page). 
AT&T Yahoo Small Business:

· Free domain name

· Unlimited e-mail storage

· Virtually unlimited number of pages

· Monthly cost could be as little at $9.95/month

· Pay by credit card or through your phone bill

Step 1: Select Domain Name

· At the AT&T Yahoo site, click on the “Sign Up for Intro” button. 

· Type in the domain name you have chosen for your unit. Remember to select the extension “.org”
· If the domain name is available, follow the directions to continue establishing the URL (website address)




Step 2: Build the Site

· Use the website builder at AT&T Yahoo Small Business. 

· Personalize the look so the website reflects the colors and theme of the American Legion Auxiliary emblem. 

· Use this website to assist with deciding what information your unit needs on its website. 
Step 3: Publish the Site

· Follow instructions at AT&T Yahoo Small Business.
Step 4: Add or Subtract from Site

· A good site is one that changes frequently so that the look and content is always fresh


