






Photos above: In 1947, ALA volunteers Mrs. J.B. Kirkpatrick and Mrs. H. Whitehead show the true spirit of Christmas at Bay Pines Veterans Hospital in 
Florida where the annual Joy Shop provided patients with gifts to send to their families (patient shown is Helen Carter, who served with the WACs in New Guinea 

and the Philippines); Chief of Staff of the U.S. Army General Omar Bradley, Auxiliary PNP Mrs. Lee Hutton and Secretary of Defense James Forrestal 
attend the Defense Conference banquet in 1948; 1951 American Legion Washington Headquarters dedication invitation.  

THE COLD WAR YEARS
 On the domestic front, the Auxiliary went into action 

against communism in the United States, and the emphasis 
on Americanism grew. Layton K. Hurst joined the staff and 
began work on improving and enlarging the radio script 
library at National Headquarters.

The Auxiliary again raised its voice in support of The 
Legion’s demand for military training for all young men 
during the 1950s, with the invasion of South Korea. In 
September 1950, President Harry S. Truman announced 
that the Armed Forces would be increased from 1.5 million 
to three million. That year a new high in membership 
was reached, with 975,000 members recorded. A new 
committee, Civil Defense, was appointed, headed by Past 
National President Ms. Dorothy Pearl. 

The 26th Women’s Patriotic Conference on National 
Defense convened in Washington, D.C., on January 
24, 1950, and marked the last conference in which 
The American Legion Auxiliary would participate. The 
Auxiliary declared that it could not take part in the 
adoption of policy resolutions since the Auxiliary followed 
the policies established by The American Legion. The 
rehabilitation program was broadened with personal gifts 
from the Auxiliary given to 185,000 veterans in hospitals 
on Christmas Day, 1952. The first Women’s Forum on 

National Security was convened on January 24, 1953 in 
Washington, D.C., under the direction of National President 
Ms. Eve Ashton of Utah. Seven hundred representatives 
from ten of the largest of America’s national patriotic 
organizations attended this  first meeting. An all-time high 
of one million plus membership was reached in 1955. The 
first “Need a Lift?” booklet for students was published 
that year by The American Legion. The Washington, D.C. 
office was opened in 1956 under the leadership of Layton 
K. Hurst, Program Coordinator. The 1950s were marked 
by the launching of Sputnik by the Russians, the rising 
to power of Fidel Castro in Cuba, and the ending of the 
Korean War. 

THE TUMULTUOUS SIXTIES & SEVENTIES 
During the 1960s, Auxiliary membership continued to 

decline, and there were constant protests against the 
government because of America’s involvement in Vietnam. 
Young men were refusing to answer the call to military 
service, which caused patriotism to take a dip until the late 
1970s. Construction of the Berlin Wall, the Cuban Crisis, 
and the assassinations of President John F. Kennedy, 
Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., and Robert Kennedy 
seemed to fuel the fire of dissent. 

The National President, Ms. Opal Glynn, visited Saigon 
during her 1965-66 administrative year, and she was able 
to see firsthand the ravages of war on our military. In 1966, 
with the signing of the approval documentation by President 
Lyndon B. Johnson, Vietnam veterans became eligible for 
membership in The American Legion. That same year, the 
Philippines established a Department of The American 
Legion Auxiliary. 1969 brought many firsts to The American 

Photos above: Mrs. Ethel R. Bement of White River Junction, VT, received the first gold stripe signifying 1,000 hours of service as a volunteer hospital worker; 
1953 Auxiliary leaders met with First Lady Mamie Eisenhower at the White House to plan for a nationwide campaign to sell savings bonds to women. 

On the domestic front, 
Auxiliary emphasis on 

Americanism grew in response to 
global concern over communism.



Legion Auxiliary. It was the year the Auxiliary Emergency 
Fund was made possible by funding from the Helen Colby 
Small estate. This fund provides temporary financial 
assistance for members of the Auxiliary. The first voluntary 
insurance programs were offered to our members. 

Another important advancement in the 1970s was that 
Granddaughters became eligible for membership in The 
American Legion Auxiliary. This change would help the 
membership grow again toward the goal of one million 
members. 

The 1970 National Convention in Portland, Oregon was 
full of tension, as protesters disrupted daily proceedings 
and posed immense security issues. Despite this turmoil, 
Bertha Parker of Oklahoma, the first National Vice 
President of The American Legion Auxiliary, was elected. 

The first Vietnam POWs were released in 1973, and 
Auxiliary members wearing POW/MIA bracelets watched for 
their “special” POW to be among those coming home. That 
same year, National President Mary Sue Jarrett established 
the Cavalcade of Memories in National Headquarters, with 
three rooms set aside to display Auxiliary memorabilia. Our 
nation endured another round of painful struggle during 
1974-75, with the resignation of both the President and Vice 
President of the United States and the fall of Vietnam to the 
Communists as our troops withdrew. Membership in the 
Auxiliary, however, continued to grow, reaching the highest 
count in twenty years in 1976, our nation’s bicentennial year. 
The American Legion and American Legion Auxiliary had 
raised funds for five years to purchase a replica of the Liberty 
Bell to ride on the American Freedom Train during America’s 
200-year celebration. Millions of Americans saw the replica 
as the Freedom Train crisscrossed the United States. 

That year, as a result of a year-long fundraising 
campaign, the American Cancer Society received a one 
million-dollar donation from The American Legion and 
American Legion Auxiliary. That same year, the American 
Kor-Asian Foundation Open-Heart program became a part 
of the Children and Youth program. Units played a part 
by contributing funds for airfare to bring children of South 
Korea to the United States for open-heart surgery. 

In 1970, granddaughters became 
eligible for membership, a change 
to help membership grow again 
toward the goal of one million.

Right top to bottom: Patients at NY VA Hospital select gifts for their wives at one of many Auxiliary Gift Shops in 1961; PNP Mrs. Bernard Kennedy awards 
ALA nursing scholarships in Brooklyn, NY in 1966; PNP Marcella Davidson lights the candles for the Auxiliary’s 50th Anniversary in 1970.



During the bicentennial year, The Legion and Auxiliary 
held its first and only three-week joint session of Boys/Girls 
Nation, where Art Linkletter was the banquet speaker. 

The American Legion Auxiliary focused its attention 
on solutions to the growing energy crisis by establishing 
the Energy Conservation Committee during the 1976-77 
administrative year. During this time, 25 years following 
WWII with no war taking place, The American Legion 

Auxiliary supported non-veteran issues. 
National President Viola Moltzen (1977-78) presented a 

$261,000 check from Auxiliary members to Jerry Lewis on 
national television for the fight against muscular dystrophy, 
and Special Olympics was added as an emphasis in the 
Children and Youth program. National Committee Chair 
Mrs. Miriam Junge from the Department of Ohio was 
appointed National Secretary of The American Legion 
Auxiliary in 1978 by National President Maxine Bigalow 
upon the retirement of Ms. Doris Anderson. 

The Auxiliary has continued to fulfill its purpose by 
working hand-in-hand with The Legion. The basic programs 
of Americanism, Children and Youth, National Security, 
Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation, ALA Girls State and 

Legislative continue to be as important as they were in the 
1920s. Committees have been added and dropped, and 
titles have been changed, but the same basic ideals upon 
which America was founded remain in the hearts of the 
women of The American Legion Auxiliary. The Auxiliary is 
still striving to keep unsullied the idealism that has guided 
the nation, and to bring to the citizens of America a fuller 
realization of the responsibility of citizenship. 

THE NEW ERA
The ALA faced new challenges as it entered its 60th 

year. In 1982, the Awareness Assembly was established 
by National President Romaine Roethel to replace the 
Women’s Forum on National Security to inform members 
about national and international issues. Also during the 
first Auxiliary Awareness Assembly, 350 Auxiliary members 
attended a tea at the White House hosted by the First 
Lady Nancy Reagan. Also in 1982, more than $69,000 in 
nursing scholarships was awarded by the Past Presidents 
Parley, and the ALA underwrote a stained glass window in 
Washington D.C.’s National Cathedral.

United States service personnel served in Grenada 
and in Lebanon between August 24, 1982 and July 31, 

Photos Above: A veteran makes poppies in the 70s; ALA Girls Nation at the Department of Defense/Pentagon in 1979; 
a 1982 Auxiliary committee raised funds for a stained glass window for the National Cathedral in Washington, D.C.

The Auxiliary has continued to fulfill its purpose by working hand-in-hand 
with The Legion. The mission programs of Americanism, Children and Youth, 
National Security, Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation, ALA Girls State and 

Legislative continue to be as relevent today as they were in the 1920s. 



1984. Our Armed Forces fought for several reasons: to 
support democratic reform in the small Caribbean nations, 
to provide development and defense aid, and to allow 
peace to take place. Membership eligibility was expanded 
to include the great-granddaughters of the Armed Forces 
of this war period, and the lifetime membership program 
(VIM/PUFL) was introduced. In addition, The Legion and 
Auxiliary raised and donated $1 million for the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C.

The “Friends of Our Little Brothers” orphanage in Mexico 
was visited in 1984 by National President Anna Gear. This 
orphanage at one time housed nearly 1,200 children who 
relied on their land for food, but an inadequate supply of 
water hampered their ability to produce the necessary food 
to survive. The American Legion Auxiliary donated funds 
to be used for irrigation wells, which brought in a steady 
supply of water and ensured an adequate amount of food 
for the children. 

Also in 1984, the first National Junior Meeting was held 
in Salt Lake City, Utah.

In 1986-87, National President Evelyn Starr and a group 
from the National organization toured the western slope 
of Canada. The tour promoted the 150 years of Peace 
and Friendship between our two countries. Our members 
made flags to depict peace and friendship and the winning 
flags were presented to their officials everywhere the 
group traveled.

In 1988, National President Pearl Behrend’s year, the 
Women of the Year” award was presented to actress 
Susan Sullivan for her work with Hospice.

A program supporting children closer to home came 
in the form of an educational comic book called “The 
Secret of Animal Island.” The comic book illustrated 
safety tips for children. In 1987, it set Auxiliary records for 
public response, and 1.5 million copies were distributed 
worldwide. In November 1989, Auxiliary members 
watched with joy as the Berlin Wall, the symbol of Soviet 
domination for many Americans, fell in November. At the 
1989 Awareness Assembly, Mrs. Marilyn Tucker Quayle, 

wife of Vice President Dan Quayle was guest of honor 
at an English tea sponsored by the Auxiliary and held at 
the State Department in Washington, D.C. Also, in 1989, 
the Supreme Court ruled in Texas vs. Johnson that flag 
burning was protected as free speech, thus overturning 
state flag-protection laws. This ruling devastated veterans’ 
organizations across the country. 

Through the years, other conflicts required the assistance 
of the United States. In 1989, Iraq invaded Kuwait, 
necessitating United States intervention. On December 
20, 1989, the military set its campaign in motion. Known 
as “Operation Desert Storm,” the war was short with 
relatively few American casualties. Auxiliary membership 
extended to include female family members of Desert 
Storm veterans. 

The Family Support Network was launched in 1990 
for Operation Desert Storm. The network was a national 
emergency assistance program in which military families 
called a toll-free telephone number staffed by Auxiliary 
and Legion members to request help. More than 34,000 
telephone calls for assistance were received.

The increasing homeless population in the United 
States prompted American Legion Auxiliary members to 
step in and help in the 1990s. In 1992, Auxiliary members 
gathered in Washington, D.C. and built the All Woman 
House as part of Habitat for Humanity International’s Jimmy 
Carter Work Project. Continuing to support homeless 
veterans, National President Linda Boone lead a group of 
concerned community and service groups to form a “Far 
From Home” chapter in Indianapolis which established a 
transitional living program for homeless veterans. Boone 
also led Auxiliary members in successfully collecting 

Photo Above: 1988 Convention honorees

The Family Support Network was 
launched in 1990 for Operation Desert 
Storm to provide emergency assistance 

to military families.



Photo Above: 1988 Convention honorees

over one million pounds of food and donating this food to 
assist homeless veterans across the country. Change at 
National Headquarters came in 1993 with the retirement 
of Ms. Miriam Junge of the Department of Ohio from the 
position of National Secretary. After serving fifteen years in 
this capacity, she was succeeded January 1, 1994 by Ms. 
Peggy Sappenfield who had served 17 successful years 
as the Auxiliary’s National Treasurer. Ms. Marta Hedding 
of Indianapolis was named successor and assumed the 
role of National Treasurer on July 18, 1994. 

National President Helen Holcomb of Odessa, Texas, 
introduced Teen Court to Auxiliary members in 1994. Teen 
Court is an alternative to the formal juvenile justice system, 
which allows young offenders to be tried and sentenced by 
a jury of their peers. Auxiliary members initiated 17 Teen 
Courts across the country. 

In an effort to overturn the Supreme Court’s 1989 decision 
legalizing flag desecration under the First Amendment, the 
Citizens Flag Alliance was formed in 1994 with the sole 
purpose of protecting the American flag. This alliance is a 
non-partisan confederation of organizations and individuals 
who wished to pass a constitutional amendment to protect 
the American flag from physical desecration. 

At the National Convention in Indianapolis in September 
1995, the Auxiliary celebrated its 75th year of service to God 
and Country under the leadership of national president Linda 
Newsome. Membership eligibility was extended to include 
grandmothers. Syble Deshotel was sworn in as 1995-96 
national president. With the theme of “My Country,” Deshotel 
and Auxiliary members increased their presence in local 
communities. Special attention was placed on domestic 
abuse issues, assistance for the elderly and disabled and 

improved care for veterans. Some of this improved care 
was provided by Auxiliary volunteers working in the Fisher 
Houses, comfort homes that provide temporary lodging for 
family members of military personnel and veterans who 
receive medical treatment at military or VA Medical Centers. 
Zachary and Elizabeth Fisher donated $1.5 million to this 
project, and Auxiliary members honored them with the Public 
Spirit Award at the 15th Awareness Assembly session. 

American troops were again called to serve in 1995 to 
keep peace in Bosnia. Nearly 60,000 American troops 
joined United Nations forces on a peace keeping mission. 
Auxiliary members again became active with the Family 
Support Network to provide much needed assistance to 
family members of these overseas service personnel. 

Mrs. Phyllis Bachman, of LaFargeville, N.Y., was elected 
1996-97 national president of the American Legion Auxiliary 
at the 76th annual National Convention, on September 5, 
1996, in Salt Lake City, Utah. She challenged members 
to work to strengthen the values upon which our nation 
was founded. All Auxiliary youth-related programs were 
emphasized. Specifically, youth scholarship monies; 
participation in “Make a Difference Day”; existing Auxiliary 
Junior programs, Freedoms Foundation and the National 

Photo Above: 1998 American Legion Auxiliary Girls Nation; 
Program from the 1997 Women in Military Service for America Memorial dedication.

American troops were again 
called to serve in 1995 to keep 

peace in Bosnia. Auxiliary 
members again provided much 

needed aid to family members of 
these overseas service personnel. 



Junior Meeting. 
Mrs. Barbara Kranig of Wisconsin was elected national 

president in 1997. Her areas of emphasis were food for 
the hungry, domestic violence, and adequate education 
for young people, in addition to the hallmark veterans 
programs. Mrs. Kranig also challenged members of the 
Auxiliary to be good neighbors, and find ways to meet the 
needs appropriate to their own communities. 

Mrs. Virginia Hobbs of Kentucky was elected national 
president in 1998. Her various projects included Taste of 
the NFL, Children’s Miracle Network, the USO, and the 
World War II Memorial. 

THE NEW MILLENNIUM
Ms. Elizabeth “Lib” Stewart of North Carolina was 

elected national president in September 1999, leading the 
organization into the next millennium. 

In 2001, under the leadership of National President 
Kristine West, The American Legion Auxiliary became 
a host sponsor of the National Veterans Creative Arts 
Festival, an annual celebration of the healing power of art 
and talents of veterans being treated in the VA’s national 
healthcare system. 2001-2002 National President Sherry 
McLaughlin watched members step up, donating nearly 
$100,000 to various relief efforts in response to the terrorist 
attack on Sept.11, 2001 and the first unit Development and 
Revitalization seminar was held to educate members from 
each Department about helping struggling units, creating 

new units, and retaining members. 
Auxiliary members responded to the wartime deployment 

of U.S. troops overseas in “Operation Iraqi Freedom,” 
donating hundreds of thousands of dollars in personal 
items shipped to U.S. forces, and assisting the families 
of those deployed through The American Legion Family 
Support Network. 2002 National President Elsie Bailey 
directed funds to VA facilities, homeless veterans programs 
and other critical need areas affecting veterans.

During National President Katherine Morris’s 2003-04 
administrative year, Auxiliary members rallied around the 
troops fighting the War on Terror by donating frequent flyer 

miles so troops could travel home during leave. 
National President Sandi Dutton presented the 

Auxiliary’s “Public Spirit Award” to former Secretary of 
State Madeleine K. Albright in 2004, and issued a call for 
donations to the Auxiliary Emergency Fund, following the 
natural disasters of Hurricanes Rita and Katrina. 

In 2005, National President Carol VanKirk targeted 
donations to purchase custom-made bedside computer 
carts for seriously wounded veterans undergoing treatment 
at select VA Polytrauma centers for veterans who 
suffered blast-related injuries during service in Operation 
Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom in 
Afghanistan.

In 2006, National President JoAnn Cronin channeled Rosie 
the Riveter, instilling a can-do attitude among members. 

Photos left to right: A crowd of tiny fans cheers on the parade at the 2000 National Convention in Milwaukee, Wisc; 
a veteran beams with pride at her award winning art at the 2003 National Creative Arts Festival; 

For nine decades, the American Legion Auxiliary 
has been a beacon of Service, Not Self.

2010 begins a new decade - what will you contribute as we approach 100?



Photos left to right: A crowd of tiny fans cheers on the parade at the 2000 National Convention in Milwaukee, Wisc; 
a veteran beams with pride at her award winning art at the 2003 National Creative Arts Festival; 

Jan Pulvermacher-Ryan was elected national president 
in 2007 and began an endowment fund for the children of 
military personnel called “Educating Children of Warriors.” 
In 2008, the Auxiliary moved its National Headquarters to 
8945 N. Meridian Street in Indianapolis. 

Desireé Stoy served as national president in 2008-
2009, Mary “Dubbie” Buckler joined the national staff as 
Executive Director/National Secretary and Miriam Junge 
was named the first Honorary Past National President.

Under the leadership of National President Rita 
Navarreté, the American Legion Auxiliary celebrated its 
90th anniversary of Service, Not Self, for Veterans, God 
and Country on November 10, 2009. She is ALA’s first 
Hispanic President and the first sitting President to have 
a Facebook page, leading other members on the social 
networking wave. In addition, members could follow ALA 
activities on Twitter beginning in 2010. 

For nine decades, The American Legion Auxiliary has 
been a beacon of service, selflessness and compassion. 
2010 represents a new chapter in the ALA history – 
one which will be our most exciting ever. Nostalgia 
notwithstanding, never underestimate the Auxiliary’s 
power to look ahead, identify the issues that need to be 
addressed next and get the job done. Reinvented and re-
energized, caring and re-committed, we approach a new 
decade still going strong and ready to make a difference 
for our military, veterans and their families. 

Happy Birthday, ALA! Here’s hoping the 
next 90 are just as extraordinary.

Special thanks to contributors Miriam Junge and 
Kenya Ostermeier for their expertise in assembling the 
history for 90th anniversary commemorative program.

American Legion 
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Ride 2 Recovery athletes cycle across the state of Florida in 2009.
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Famous 
Friends
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Photos: 1960-61 PNP Mrs. Henry Ahnemiller receives a smile from actress Loretta Young; Shirley Temple was named Honorary Colonel of Hollywood Post #43 
at the 1938 National Convention in Los Angeles; ALA member and movie star Carol Channing with PNP Mrs. Howard McKay at 1962 National Convention in 

Las Vegas; PNP Mrs. Harold S. Burdett is shown with Richard Carlson, star of I Led Three Lives, the Master of Ceremonies at The Women’s Conference on National 
Security in 1954; PNP Viola Moltzen presented a $261,000 Auxiliary check to actor Jerry Lewis on national television; Comedian Joe Kelly with ALA members in 1950.  



American Legion Auxiliary

thank you 
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 Photos: U.S. Presidents showed their support of The American Legion Auxiliary and Auxiliary Girls Nation. 
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Girls 
nation

Photos above: ALA Girls Nation through the years.
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18
Photos: Newly elected 1970-1971 officers pose at convention; NP Maxine Chilton with First Lady Patricia Nixon at the 1973 Women’s Forum; 

The Hollywood Bowl, site of Auxiliary’s 1950 National Convention; Senator Bob Dole chats with PNP Rae Show in 1971;
 Hearts are stirred as the colors advance during National Convention in 1943 in Omaha, NE.  




